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11/5 Standard Time begins, 2am 
11/5 Communion 
11/12  Church Council 
11/19 Heritage Sunday, Potluck 
11/23 Thanksgiving Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard Time Returns.   
Remember to set your 
clocks back one hour on 
Sunday, November 5th, 2:00 
AM.  Or...just do what 
many folks do, set them 
back before you go to bed 

on Saturday night. 
 
Scrip order dates  will be November 5th and 
19th.  We have a lot of new cards in our store.  
You should take a look at the cards we have 
for your holiday planning and spending.  
These cards make great gifts and don't forget 
we have Fred Meyer, Safeway and Albertson's 
for your holiday grocery shopping.  If we don't 
have the cards you want we are always happy 
to order it for you. 
 
The profits from the cards that you buy are 
now supporting the repair of the stained-glass 
windows.  When you purchase a scrip card 
you are supporting the repair of the stained-

glass windows without spending an extra pen-
ny out of your pocket. 
 
WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP will be Nov. 6th at Dee-
Dee and Theresa's home at 5:30pm.  All women in 
the church are invited.  There is a potluck dinner 
and meeting so bring a potluck dish along with 
you.  It will be a time of good fellowship and a 
meeting following the dinner.  Let DeeDee and 

Theresa know if you are coming so they know how 
many to plan for.  

 

Heritage Sunday Thanksgiving Potluck  Heritage Sunday Thanksgiving Potluck  Heritage Sunday Thanksgiving Potluck  Heritage Sunday Thanksgiving Potluck  
Don't miss the Thanksgiving potluck on Sunday, 

Nov. 19th after church.  The Deacons will supply 

the turkey, gravy and stuffing.  All we ask is that 

the church family bring a side dish or dessert.  

It's a great fellowship time and wonderful food. 
 
Reiki:  We are meeting to share Reiki on 
Wednesday 11/15 @ 6:00 PM (and every 
3rd Wednesday) in the Beavercreek UCC 
Fellowship Hall.  Join us to rest in the love 
and light of Reiki.  Everyone is welcome so 
bring a friend.  If you are unfamiliar with 
Reiki, here is a link that will help explain it 
to you:  http://www.reiki.org/faq/
WhatIsReiki.html 
 
If you haven't already done so, please 
send me an RSVP so we know how many 
to plan for.  Questions?  Just email me! 
 
Blessings, Carol Koshkarian 

 



Pastor Jennifer’s Thoughts:  Pastor Jennifer’s Thoughts:  Pastor Jennifer’s Thoughts:  Pastor Jennifer’s Thoughts:      

    

In this era, it seems that almost everything has become politicized.  Issues like feeding the 
hungry, caring for the poor, welcoming the stranger, peacemaking, human dignity and 
equality, and care for creation have all been politicized.  They are not just or even primarily 
political issues though; they are human issues.  They are gospel issues. 
 

They were issues in Jesus’ time, before him even, and they will continue to be issues long 
after the current administration.  We are a church, not a political institution, so we speak to 
them as a church.  That means we address them, not as partisans of one or another political 
party, but as followers of God.  In the grand scheme, politics is a small thing.  In our coun-
try, it has grown, swelled even, to include most everything, but it is itty-bitty next to the Di-
vine. 
 

If someone hears about our responsibility to feed the hungry, to care for the sick, to wel-
come the stranger, to recognize and celebrate the inherent dignity of every human being, 
and to set free the oppressed, and believes that discussing these topics is being too political, 
well, that is his or her choice. 
 

My calling as pastor is to preach the gospel.  This means talking about the issues that Jesus 
talked about, because these themes are important, and they are universal.  As pastor, I don’t 
politicize the issues, but I also cannot avoid any issue that might be politicized.  Church is 
not about telling anyone what to think or how to vote.  It is about telling what Jesus said 
and did.  That’s the big picture. 
 

Part of the responsibility of being church, and of being pastor, is to hold ourselves account-
able--our government, our communities, our culture and society, ourselves: accountable to 
understanding that we are all made in the image and likeness of God and each one of us is 
precious.  Accountable for our stewardship of creation.  Accountable to love and justice.  
Accountable to care for the least of all.  We are to speak truth to power, following Jesus’ 
own example. 
 

Jesus never refused to talk about an issue because it was political, a Roman issue or one for 
the Jewish client kings to figure out.  He talked about poverty because God’s people have 
to eat, because God’s beloved people need healing and justice, because what is important in 
our modern consumerist culture (or Roman imperial culture) is not what is important to 
God, and we who follow in Jesus’ path must remember that.  He might actually have been 
safe and lived out a good long life if he had kept to safe topics that wouldn’t ever upset  
anyone or make anyone feel uncomfortable.  If he had talked about prayer and how good 
God is and vague entreaties to be a good person and made pleas for unity, without requiring 
the hard work of addressing injustice, he wouldn’t have upset so many people. 
 

The fact that these issues can be dragged into current politics doesn’t mean that we should 
avoid them; indeed, that makes it even more important that we talk about them and consid-
er them from a faith perspective, that we know what the Bible actually says about the is-
sues, consider what Christ might have thought, and reflect on them from the perspective of 
love of God and love of neighbor. 
 



 

Jesus said to feed the hungry and care for the poor.  He also called out the systems and the 
structures that contributed to hunger and poverty.  It is our task to do both also, for Jesus was 
political. 
 

Jesus and the Bible teach us about values, justice and love for our neighbor and for God and for 
ourselves.  They do not make any particular policy or partisan recommendations.  Scripture 
tells us repeatedly that God tells us to welcome the stranger.  Jesus himself was an immigrant, a 
refugee.  This has implications for how we vote and for what immigration policies we create.  
If our values don’t affect our politics, then they are meaningless, and we should not call our-
selves people of faith.  Scripture and the life of Christ and our faith are guides.  But they don’t 
tell us exactly what our national immigration policy should be.  There are different, reasonable 
ways to enact law and different legitimate perspectives on policy, which would be in accord-
ance with Jesus’ teaching.  There are also many that are antithetical to what we learn in scrip-
ture.  White supremacy, for example, cannot occupy space in a heart that looks to God.  There 
are good and abhorrent possibilities all over the political spectrum, and they could come from 
either political party.  Politics is a means to an end.  It is a way we human beings get stuff done
--important stuff of living in community, caring for those in need, setting free the oppressed, 
but this is human work, not liberal or conservative or democrat or republican work. 
 

Church isn’t to provide a hiding place from the world.  It is to remind us of what is most im-
portant and give us a place to come together to be fed and cared for and challenged and to al-
low us to do that work--the mission Jesus gave us.  We are to be the love of God in the world.  
We live in this place, this time, this context, and we have much to do here and now.  Our job is 
to see clearly and to remember what matters most. 

Pastor JenniferPastor JenniferPastor JenniferPastor Jennifer 

 

SUCCESSFUL BAZAAR! 
 
Deep thanks to everyone who came together in teams to prepare, organize, and han-
dle all the details of SET UP & CLEAN UP, PLANT SALES, RAFFLE, CRAFTS, WEL-
COMING & VENDOR SUPPORT, FOOD, JEWELRY & COLLECTIBLES, and PUB-
LICITY.  TOGETHER, we covered all the bases and put on a FABULOUS Bazaar!  
Not only did we conduct an AMAZING creative celebration appreciated by vendors 
and shoppers alike, we raised significantly more money than in past years.  THE 
TEAM PROCESS IS A WINNER! 
 
Please join a casual gathering (soon to be scheduled) to debrief the event. 
 
MANY THANKS!  Bonnie Taylor 



NOVEMBER HOSTS & USHERS 

PLEASE NOTE TBA SPACES!    YOUR SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED! 

 

NOV 5:  HOSTS: Becky A & Barbara Droz  USHER: Sky O’Callahan 

NOV 12 HOSTS: T & DeeDee    USHER: TBA 

NOV 19 HOSTS: Heritage Sunday    USHER: TBA 

NOV 26 HOSTS: TBA     USHER: TBA 

Recycled Paper Update:  Due to China’s recent reduc‐

tion in recycled paper imports, our paper recycler has 

temporarily discontinued buying paper from our re‐

cycle collection container.  New markets are actively 

being sought in the US so we anticipate revenues to 

resume soon.  In the meantime, keep bringing in your 

recycled newspapers, junk mail, cardboard and other 

clean, unwanted paper.  Reuse is better than refuse.   
 

WISDOM FROM NORMA’S 
AUNT VIOLET 

 

Happiness is not an absence 
of problems, but the ability 
to deal with them. 
 

There are two kinds of peo-
ple who don’t say much—

those who are quiet and 
those who talk a lot. 
 

If I cannot do great things, I 
can do small things in a 
great way. 
 

Life’s heaviest burden is to 
have nothing to carry. 
 

Anyone can buy new 
things, but only a strong 
person can throw old things 
away. (Think Rummage Sale) 
 

Lord, fill my mouth with 
worthwhile stuff and nudge 
me when I’ve said enough. 
 

Kindness is a hard thing to 
give away—it usually 
comes back. 

The harder I work, the luck-
ier I get. 
 

The missing ingredients in 
most of our talking is a little 
shortening. 
 

When you have been 
wronged, a poor memory is 
your best response. 
 

People show their character 
in nothing more clearly than 
by what they think is laugh-
able. 



Thanks-
giving 

November 2017 

Beavercreek United Church of Christ, The Ten O’Clock Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 
 

 

5  Communion 

Daylight Savings 
Time ends, at 

2:00 AM Turn 
back your clocks 
 

 

6 
 

Women @ 
DeeDee 
&Theresa’s 
5:30 

 

7 
 

Adult soup & 
class 6:00 

8  
 

 

9 
 

 

10  
 

 

11 
 

Veteran’s Day  

12    
Green Sunday 

 

Church Council at 
11:45 AM 

 

13   
 

 

14 
 

Adult soup & 
class 6:00 

 

 

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
 

 

18 

19   Heritage 
Sunday, potluck 

 

. 
 

 

20 
 

 

 

21 
 

 

22 
M&O 5:00 

 

 

23  
 

24 25 
 

 

26    

 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

Adult soup & 
class 6:00 

29  30  

 

EVERY SUNDAY--SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY 
CARE DURING TEN O’CLOCK WORSHIP with 
HAPPY HOUR—COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 
FOLLOWING WORSHIP      
 

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

11/1    Justin Jones Anniversaries 

11/7    Joyce Hopper  

11/10   Tim Dahl       11/12  Norman & Carol Koshkarian 

11/22   Jay Lynch       11/23  Dan & Susan Kost 

11/24   Ann Reid  

11/24   Meredith Hopper  

11/29   Jose Alanso Gonzalez  

  

  

  

Ten O’Clock Chimes 
Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 South Beavercreek Road 

Beavercreek OR 97004 

(503) 632-4553 
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