
Coming Events 
5/4 Cinco de Mayo Dinner/Bingo, 5:30 pm 
5/5 Holy Humor Sunday 
5/12 Mother’s Day 
5/19 Roots & Toots Sunday, Church Council 
5/22 Cemetery Cleaning Party, 6 pm 
5/27 Memorial Day 
6/9 Pentecost  
6/15 Strawberry Festival/Silent Auction  
6/16 Father’s Day & Pride parade 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Women's Fellowship will meet at Jan Johnson's 
home on Monday, May 6th at 5:30pm.  Jan's ad-
dress is 15581 S. Lammer Rd., Oregon City.  All 
women in the church are invited to the potluck din-
ner and meeting.  Please let Jan know if you are 
attending and bring a potluck dish to share.  
 

Cinco de Mayo Bingo Cinco de Mayo Bingo Cinco de Mayo Bingo Cinco de Mayo Bingo is coming!  May 4 is bingo 
night!  Come at 5:30 for dinner; bingo will start at 
6:30.  We need prizes for bingo winners.  It’s great 
to call out ‘Bingo’, but usually folks expect a re-
ward for that shout.  A taco dinner costs $5 for 
adults and $3 for children ages 6-12 years.  Cards 
are $5.00 or 3/$12.00.  Bring your friends and tell 
your family.  We need 13 prizes to be sure every-
one who wins gets a prize.  Please bring prizes to 
the church Fellowship Hall before Sat., May 4.   
Great family fun!  Come one, come all! 
 

 Summertime, Summertime!!!! 
 

From the Board of Christian Education—We are 
wrapping up our Christian Ed services to our chil-
dren ending with the intergenerational service on 
June 9.  After this date all children can go with 
Olivia over to the fellowship hall after Pastor Jen-
nifer’s “time with the children”.  We are looking 
for a helper each Sunday and/or replacement for 

Olivia in the event she needs to be gone.  We need 
to have you background checked, which some of us 
already are, so check your summer schedule and 
respond ASAP.  If you can offer a Sunday to help 
Olivia with our children, contact Chris at 
chris.ritter51@gmail.com.  Thank you!  Happy 
summer! 
 

Scrip order dates in May    We have Scrip We have Scrip We have Scrip We have Scrip 
for every occasion!  for every occasion!  for every occasion!  for every occasion!  Order dates for May May May May 
are the 5555thththth & 19191919thththth!  Think of the cool gift cards 
you could Get for your MOM!  J C Penny’s, Macy’s, 
Bed & Bath, Columbia Sportswear, etc.  Profits 
continue for the resto-
ration of the Stained 
Glass Windows in the 
back of our Church. 
They still need to be 
repaired and 
storm window glass to 
protect them from  the 

elements! We need We need We need We need 
your SUPPORT!your SUPPORT!your SUPPORT!your SUPPORT!       
 

 

Phone for church office study: (503) 632-4553  
Web site:  www.beavercreekucc.org   

Chimes Editor: Greg Hettman (greghet@aol.com) 
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From the Pastor  Throughout scripture we see examples of hospitality, of the importance of welcome 
and breaking bread together.  The Judeo-Christian faiths began with Abraham, chosen by God, and a story told 
of why Abraham was beloved is a story of hospitality--of meeting new people and preparing food for them.  
Jesus was routinely criticized for eating with undesirables.  In antiquity, when the world around was often 
filled with dangers, hospitality connects with sanctuary, with finding a safe place.  Eating together creates a 
bond.  This is why we share communion--union, with God, with each other. 
 

It also means sharing food together in fellowship time after church.  This time is holy also.  As pastor, it is 
when I get to meet visitors (for being a new person at church can be intimidating), check in with people about 
their lives, give hugs, ask the kids about Sunday School. 
 

We can have this time because of you, who are the church.  Everyone loves it.  Everyone appreciates having it.  
Everyone makes it possible.  The basic logistics of a small church (or a big one) are that many hands make 
light work, so hosting is shared by the whole church. 
 

How it works--2 people sign up for each Sunday to be in charge of hospitality after church that day.  Some 
people like to bake and bring cookies or brownies.  Fresh fruits and vegetables are also appreciated.  If you 
like doing something big and elaborate for hospitality, that is lovely.  If you don’t, that is also lovely.  What 
matters is the opportunity to gather together--and the coffee.  Coffee matters a lot.  Cheese and crackers; veg-
gies and hummus; some cookies or fruit--that is more than enough.  The point is the relationships, not the food.  
We can talk as well over a fruit plate as over an elegant meal (though awareness of food issues is important, so 
please be aware of vegetarians and gluten-free folks as well as those with food allergies or sensitivities). 
 

We always have boxed cookies, crackers, and cheese in the church kitchen, which are available to be used for 
hospitality after church, so hosting does not need to be a financial burden.  Some people at BUCC are pretty 
well-to-do; others struggle more to get by.  We recognize that reality, know that God loves each one, and en-
courage everyone to be generous with time and resources as they are able.  Hospitality hosts are welcome to 
use the cheese, crackers, cookies that are in the kitchen.  You may bring your own or supplement with some 
homemade cookies or fruit, but hosts do not have to provide everything.  Hosting is more about creating the 
welcome that allows time to visit after church, with coffee and a snack.  This opportunity to be together is sa-
cred too. 
 

Hospitality hosts set up ahead of church, by putting out plates, brewing coffee, making punch, and setting up 
food (and the deacons or others can help with all this).  Then hospitality hosts clean up after--things like rinse 
the coffee pot, wash dishes, wrap up and label any extra food, wipe tables, etc. 
 

For those with kids, it’s often fun for little ones to help pick or make a treat to bring to church.  It’s a good way 
to show them the importance of helping out.  They often like to help serve. If you can’t comfortably stand long 
enough to be in the kitchen, others will always help.  Bring what you can bring; do what you can do. 
 

Hosting isn’t meant to be a burden.  It’s a way that we embody God’s loving welcome.  This is a ministry that 
blesses the whole church.  It is one that everyone appreciates.  And like being church, it takes all of us.  
 

Blessings, Pastor Jennifer Seaich 

 

Pastoral Rela�ons Commi�ee—In the April Chimes PRC reported on our con�nuing discussions on follow up 

and recommenda�ons from the congrega�onal survey.  We have focused on the issue of Spiritual Growth, 

reflec�ng on comments from the survey of many members feeling unsure of what spiritual growth was or 

would look like.  PRC’s recommenda�on to Council at the April 14 mee�ng was to adopt for 2019 a focus on 

Spiritual Growth/Spiritual Prac�ce/Spirituality.  We envision varied experiences and opportuni�es to explore 

spirituality and spiritual prac�ces from formal worship to informal gatherings that members create.  We see 

this as opportuni�es to learn about what spirituality means to us, to try new spiritual prac�ces and share our 

experiences.  We will experience spirituality in art, music, nature, silence, discussion, prayer…share the jour-

ney with us. 

 

Please talk with any of the PRC members if you have thoughts to share: Jan Wallinder, Bonnie Taylor, Cynthia 

Andrews, Theresa Reynolds, Debi Poppe, Greg He6man, Pastor Jennifer. 



Chiming In,  by Moderator Greg Hettman 

 

Greetings, my friends, and blessings around. 
 

This month, I’ve been thinking about thinking.  What is it about what’s on my mind, let’s call it con-
scious thought, that leads me to believe my thoughts reflect who I am?  Am I what I think I am, so to 
speak.  Maybe that thinking is flawed.  Maybe who I think I am is not such an accurate portrait. 
 

Let me explain a little.  A metaphor used by Don Miguel Ruiz in his book, The Four Agreements, 
calls the mind a parasite.  It lives from the energy of our bodies, but not always for the benefit of the 
whole.  It wants us to be successful, but on terms of what it’s been taught about success (e.g. mon-
ey, power, toys, small waist, status, independence, material abundance and physical gratification).  
Our conscious thinking, then, is often motivated by attempting to gain these things in an effort to be 
successful or at least satisfied.  If we lack in some or all these areas, we think we’re not successful.  
Really? 

 

But who I am also includes my body and spirit parts.  My challenge is tuning them in.  You’ve heard 
of those “still small voices” or maybe “rambunctious committees” that pop notions and images into 
our thoughts.  These random, come out of the blue ideas likely originate from our spirit or body sig-
naling what is needed or what is good.  I need to listen to them more.  For example, when I think it’s 
time for dinner, it’s my mind saying it wants food gratification, not my body telling me it’s hungry 
(like that ever happens).   
 

As BUCC works on exploring spirituality and spiritual practices in the coming months, I’ll be paying 
more attention to finding ways to improve my hearing of those still small voices.  Maybe it’s my 
stomach reaching out (maybe metaphorically, maybe not).  But maybe it’s God dialing me up. 
 

Here’s a photo of the church’s new mower picked up on 
4/19/2019.  It’s a Hustler, 42” mowing width, zero-
radius turn Raptor model.  A bit of a sports car, it is 
highly maneuverable and mows fast.  Anyone wanting to 
be a volunteer mower, contact Greg.  There’s a definite 
learning curve for operating this machine so some train-
ing is definitely required. 

Be Generous with All You’ve 

Been Given 
 

The generous heart is the happy 
heart.  If you have beautiful 
thoughts, why should you hoard 
them?  If you have wonderful 
gifts, why should you hide 
them?  If you have a warm, lov-
ing hand, why should you close 
it against your breast instead of 
opening it in cordial greeting to 
your brother man?  One little 
act of generosity is a small 
thing, yet you cannot perform 
the most trivial task which will 
be a blessing to someone else 
without being benefited by it 
yourself.  Someone has said, 
“Charity is never lost; it may 
meet with ingratitude, or be of 
no service to those on whom it 
was bestowed, yet it ever does a 
work of beauty and grace upon 
the heart of the giver.” 
 

        —Ida Scott Taylor 



Annual Cemetery Grooming Event 
Wednesday, May 22th, 6:00 PM 

 

This year, Memorial Day lands on Monday, May 27th and we like our 
BUCC Cemetery to look nice for all our expected visitors.  To that 
end, please join us for an evening of cemetery tending.  We’ll pick up 
and carry off the spent flowers and containers, trim around and 
clean off the stones, mow what needs mowing and prune what needs 
pruning...weather permitting, of course. 
 
With many helpers, this can amount to short work so the more of 
you, the merrier.  Our cemetery contains over 185 residents, most 
of them from families directly or indirectly associated with the Ten 
O’Clock Church.  Some of them we remember dearly from recent 
times.  This event is a great way for you to honor and show your re-
spect for those church mothers and fathers that, without whom, 
we’d be worshiping somewhere else with someone else.  
 
   Thanks.  -Greg- 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

It’s exciting that the new porch has been completed, and in time to support our great rummage sale!  The rum-
mage sale finished with a positive balance of $9,498.02; this is our third year around $10,000.  In addition, we 
received over $300 in “tips” for the Food Pantry.  Patrons were responsive to our ringing a bell every time some-
one contributed (thanks Pam for coming up with that one). 
 

You may recall we passed a deficit budget at the annual meeting; things look very good right now for General 
Fund budgeting because we raised more than predicted from the Rummage Sale, and we are currently doing the 
cleaning ourselves rather than hiring someone to do a monthly cleanup.  There are opportunities to help on the 
cleaning process, which can be a great mission based on your time and talents! 
 

Now that the porch is complete, we know how much we still need to raise to finish paying for it.  Council made 
the decision to finish the work and pay the contractors, and finish raising the money after.  The total cost of the 
porch was $44,331.27; we have raised $26,329.68 so our outstanding balance is just a hair over $18,000.  Just 
to be clear, we did not borrow money elsewhere, we just used up most of our checkbook reserves and want to 
replenish them to support future maintenance and repair work and other missions of the church. 
 

We will be posting a thermometer in the Fellowship Hall so we can watch the $18,000 shrink together.  Any 
contributions of any amount are always welcome, but we thought we would share a request.  If each family 
could contribute $20 a month we would be able to make good progress working this down.  That $20 monthly 
might be a cup of coffee a week, or perhaps a different trade-off depending on what works for you.  There is 
nothing magic about $20; smaller (or larger) amounts would also help us finish this fundraising.   You can make 
the contributions with your regular offering, just be sure to identify it on your check or envelope as being for the 
porch. 
 

Thanks for your consideration and contributions! 
 

Sky & the Finance Committee 



SILENT AUCTION: HELP NEEDED  

Can you believe it is Strawberry Festival time of the Year? Which also means, Silent Auction.  As in the 
past few years, Jan Keyser and Debi Poppe will be in charge of the baskets.  If you have an idea for a bas-
ket, or have possibly already prepared one or are planning to build a basket of goodies, please let Jan and 
Debi know.  Many of you have dinners, activities, items, gift cards/certificates that you usually donate.  
Please see Pam Owens with those items.  
 

Something that would be extremely helpful to our team, is if you would take it upon yourself to solicit from 
places you tend to frequent.  They will almost always give, if you ask.  The key is to ask.  Donation letters 
with our tax ID# will be available in the Fellowship Hall on the scrip table.  If you have any questions, 
please direct them to one of us, and Helen Liere is also on the team. 
 

Thank you for your continued support for the past 15 years! 

Helpers? 

 

Easter is over; the chocolate eggs are but a memory.  The church has a wonderful 
Holy Week selection of opportunities to worship and help us contemplate the miracle 
that is Easter: Maundy Thursday service and the washing of hands; Good Friday lab-
yrinth walk and stations of the cross messages; Saturday night’s prayer vigil; and the 
Easter morning services and breakfasts. I so enjoy the labyrinth walk and make a 
point to be there whenever it’s offered.   
 

It’s curious how we often take things for granted, like the creation of the labyrinth 
space and its attendant prayer places.  I know Becky Albeke is our resident labyrinth 
angel, but somehow I didn’t really think through how the space got set up.  It just did 
and I came and walked.  But truth to tell, it didn’t just ‘get set up’.  The labyrinth elves 
didn’t come on Friday and put everything out.  Becky did it.  I wasn’t there for the set 
up, but I was for the ‘tear down’.  I had a personal reason for volunteering to help put 
things away Sunday morning before the early service: I wanted the prayer space and 
labyrinth there for Saturday’s all night prayer vigil.  So I got to see what it takes to do 
this job, a job that’s more and more fallen to Becky and often Doug to undertake.  
What a wake-up call for me!  There are lots of little jobs: pick up and put away all the 
votives (which Becky then takes home and washes), fold the black cloths, gather the 
fern fronds, take down and roll the stations of the cross hangings, fold the labyrinth 
and get it into its suitcase, clear away the sand trays that held prayer candles, and 
get the room back to ‘normal’ in time for the Easter breakfast.  None of these jobs is 
odious or difficult, but taken together, it takes a while to do.  Becky could use some 
predictable help!  She said we’d probably have more labyrinth walking events if she 
could count on set up and take down help.   
 

Who wants to join me in a labyrinth group, a few folks Becky could count on to help 
her?  Send me an email, call me, talk to me at church.  I’m looking for a few good 
people – and I know you’re out there!   
 

Barbara Derkacht (I had to do the whole name because there are two Barbara D’s) 





May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Bible 
Study, 10:30 

am 

2 

 

Choir, 7 pm 

3 
 
Corre-

spondence 

Dessert 

Club, 1:00 

pm 

4 
Cinco de 

Mayo Dinner 

(5:30) &  

Bingo (6:30)  

5  Communion 
 

6   
Women’s Fel-

lowship, 5:30 

pm @ Jan John-

son’s 

7  Singer Hill, 

11:30 
 

Adult Study 

& Soup, 6:30 

pm 

8 
Meditation, 

6:30 pm 

 

9 
 

Choir, 7 pm 

 
 

10 11 

 
 

12 Mother’s Day  

 

 
 

13 

 
 

14  Singer 
Hill, 11:30 
Deacons, 2:30 

Adult Study 

& Soup, 6:30 

pm 

15 
Bible Study, 

10:30 am 

Reiki, 7 pm 

World Peace, 

7:30 pm 

16 

 

Choir, 7 pm 

17 
 

18 
 

Men’s Fellow-

ship, 8 am, 

Kissin’ Kate’s 

19   Church Council  
 

20  m 
 

 

21  Singer 
Hill, 11:30 
 

Adult Study 

& Soup, 6:30 

pm 

22   
 

Cemetery 

Cleaning Par-

ty, 6 pm 

 

23 
 

 

Choir, 7 pm 

 
 

24 
 

 

25 
,  

 

 

26 

 
 

27  
Memorial 

Day,  

 

 

28  Singer 
Hill, 11:30 

Adult Study 

& Soup, 6:30 

pm 

29 30 

 

Choir, 7 pm 

31  

Child Care—ages 1 year through kindergarten 

Sunday School—1st through 5th grades 



Ten O’Clock Chimes 
Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 South Beavercreek Road 

Beavercreek OR 97004 

(503) 632-4553 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEAVERCREEK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST IS A THEOLOGICALLY PROGRESSIVE, TRINITARIAN, OPEN AND AFFIRMING 

CHURCH WHICH ENCOURAGES A RECEPTIVE ATTITUDE AND A QUESTIONING SPIRIT WITH REGARD TO WORSHIP, SCRIPTURE 

AND THE ACTIVITY OF GOD IN OUR LIVES.  WE SEEK TO HONOR DIVERSITY AND BELIEVE THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS A 

JOURNEY AND NOT A DESTINATION. 

5/6    Andy Woodburn 

5/9    Caroline Liday 

5/10   Bonnie Fackre-Cochise 

5/13   Jim McKee 

5/18   George Droz 

5/18   Chris Ritter 

5/22   Becky Albeke 

5/22   Marcella Rogers 

5/27   Kim Liday 

5/29   Erin Redling (Ritter) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

5/5    Jane & Jerry Calavan 

5/8    Ron Webb & Jan Wallinder 

 

 

Birthdays 
Leave the Past Behind YouLeave the Past Behind YouLeave the Past Behind YouLeave the Past Behind You    
    
Finish every day and be Finish every day and be Finish every day and be Finish every day and be 
done with it.  You have done with it.  You have done with it.  You have done with it.  You have 
done what you could.  done what you could.  done what you could.  done what you could.  
Some blunders and ab-Some blunders and ab-Some blunders and ab-Some blunders and ab-
surdities no doubt crept surdities no doubt crept surdities no doubt crept surdities no doubt crept 
in; forget them as soon as in; forget them as soon as in; forget them as soon as in; forget them as soon as 
you can.  Tomorrow is a you can.  Tomorrow is a you can.  Tomorrow is a you can.  Tomorrow is a 
new day; begin it well and new day; begin it well and new day; begin it well and new day; begin it well and 
serenely and with too high serenely and with too high serenely and with too high serenely and with too high 
a spirit to be cumbered a spirit to be cumbered a spirit to be cumbered a spirit to be cumbered 
with your old nonsense.  with your old nonsense.  with your old nonsense.  with your old nonsense.  
This day is all that is good This day is all that is good This day is all that is good This day is all that is good 
and fair.  It is too dear, and fair.  It is too dear, and fair.  It is too dear, and fair.  It is too dear, 
with its hopes and invita-with its hopes and invita-with its hopes and invita-with its hopes and invita-
tions, to waste a moment tions, to waste a moment tions, to waste a moment tions, to waste a moment 
on yesterdays.on yesterdays.on yesterdays.on yesterdays.    
    
                            Ralph Waldo EmersonRalph Waldo EmersonRalph Waldo EmersonRalph Waldo Emerson    


