
Coming Events 

3/3    Andrew Lang Speaking @ worship 
3/5    Mardi Gras 
3/6    Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 pm 
3/8-9, 3/15-16  RUMMAGE SALE 
3/10  Daylight Savings Time begins 
3/17     Rummage Pack-up after worship 
4/14   Palm Sunday, Church Council Meeting 
4/18 Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 
4/19  Good Friday, Labyrinth, 7:30 
4/20  Prayer Vigil  
4/21   Easter Sunday 
 
 

 

            

Key Activities 
 

Women's Fellowship meeting and potluck will 
be March 4th, 5:30pm at Molly Lynch's home.  All 
women in the church are welcome.  Bring a pot-
luck dish to share.  We need volunteers to help 
in the kitchen for the rummage sale lunch.  If 
you can help out, contact Norma or Mary to let us 
know what days you can work and the number of 
hours you can work. 
 

SCRIP ORDERS  Don’t Forget to ORDER 

YOURS!!!!  SCRIP ORDER DATES FOR MARCH: 
                      March 3rd and March 17th     
Check out the new order forms at the table we sell 
scrip. Fill yours out those special people or occasions! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phone for church office/study: (503) 632-4553 

Pastor Jennifer’s e-mail: revjennifers@gmail.com 

 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to the Beaver-
creek UCC Chimes, call Greg @ (503) 655-

0700 or E-mail: greghet@aol.com 

 

BUCC Men’s Group will meet for breakfast 
at 8:00 am on Saturday, March 23th at Kissin’ 
Kate’s in downtown Beavercreek.  Our group 
will provide lunch service for the Beavercreek 
Lion’s Club auction and country store held in 
our fellowship hall on April 13th.   

 

 

 

Remember to set your clocks 
forward one hour on Saturday 
night, March 9th, as we transi-
tion to Daylight Savings Time.  
If you forget, at least you can 
still enjoy the benediction and coffee hour 
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The bank stabilization & porch rebuild is done! 



FROM OUR PASTOR, —Rev. Jennifer Seaich 

 

On Ash Wednesday, March 6 this year, we enter the season of Lent. In the UCC, we observe sacred sea-

sons somewhat haphazardly. It often depends on the liturgical background of the pastor and the congre-

gation. Within our own congregation, with our diverse backgrounds, some are very familiar with Lent, 

while for others, Lent is less a tradition or only known as a depressing time of year, maybe just the thing 

that occurs in the church while we are all busy with Rummage Sale. I love the rhythms of the church cal-

endar though. They remind us that in Jesus’ life, as in our own lives, there is a season for everything. 

Mostly we are in ordinary time, a time of growth and development in mission and ministry. Advent is a 

time of waiting and expectation. Christmas is the season of new life and light. Lent is the time of conver-

sion, of turning toward God.  
 

The word comes from the Anglo-Saxon word for Spring. In Spanish, the season is called Cuaresma, from  

forty, because Lent lasts forty days (counted from Ash Wednesday, not including Sundays- as each Sun-

day is a celebration of Easter, a day of joy).  
 

Lent is a time of fasting, focusing on God, spiritual growth, and simplicity.  Lent is something of a spiritual 

spring cleaning: a time for taking inventory and then getting rid of those things which get in the way of 

our community and personal relationships with God. In ancient Christianity, Lent was seen as a time of 

preparation for the great celebration of Easter. If Easter is the big event, Lent was the time of getting 

ready. Like there is much work to do before a wedding or birth of a baby, or even before a big perfor-

mance or an exam, there is much to do to be spiritually ready for Easter. To get ready for the Olympics, 

lots of practice has to occur. To truly observe the joy of rebirth and resurrection of Easter, we have to go 

through Lent. It is not so much that Lent is a somber time all about suffering and pain as it is a time to fo-

cus on what truly matters to us as people of spirit. Lent asks us how we might be closer to the Divine, 

how we might be more who we truly are, how we might clear away some of the stuff that gets in our way.   
 

We know from Rummage sale, and from life, that we accumulate many things that we don’t really need, 

that may have served a purpose once but no longer or maybe never really mattered. This clutter, which 

piles on our desks and creeps into more and more drawers and 2lows out of our closets, takes spiritual 

and mental space, as well as occupying physical space. Clutter is a burden. We do not notice how it 

weighs on us until we clear it away. This holds true in our spiritual lives as well.  
 

The traditional pillars of Lent are fasting, prayer, and giving, and you might choose one or try something 

for each. Many are familiar with the idea of giving something up for Lent, and that is one way of inten-

tionally observing the season, though what we give up does not have to be something like dessert. Isaiah 

tells us “This rather is the fasting that I wish: releasing those bound unjustly, untying the thongs of the 

yoke, setting free the oppressed, breaking every yoke, sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltering the 

oppressed and the homeless, clothing the naked when you see them, and not turning your back on your 

own”. Look at what gets in the way of closeness to the sacred, what occupies your time and attention that 

doesn’t really deserve it? Might you fast from single use plastics as a spiritual practice? Fast from pur-

chasing? Fast from losing your temper? Fast from too much tv or news time? Lent can also be about add-

ing what might feed your spirit. You might also try a new spiritual practice: keeping a gratitude journal, 

centering prayer, writing letters to God, watching the sunset- maybe every day, maybe 3-4 x/ week. Giv-

ing can mean putting something extra into the collection plate at church outside your annual pledge or 

making a donation to the porch or social justice work of the church (or to Sierra Club or organizations 

working on the border).  
 

Spiritual development is always important. If we aren’t practicing and aren’t growing, then we shrink. It’s 

about paying attention to our spirits and continuing to work on relationship with God. Like any relation-

ship, nothing happens without care and intention and continuing to learn about those we love. Lent is a 

time to give that special attention and create new habits to take us into Easter.  
 

Shalom, Pastor Jennifer 



Chiming In by Greg Hettman 
 
Greetings my friends, and blessings around from your new moderator.  Those of you who’ve 
known me for a while know that I enjoy writing a monthly piece for the Chimes when I’m mod-
erator.  It gives me reason to record my thoughts and inspirations that would have vanished 
like most other residents in my short-term memory.  It also induces me to think about stuff. 
 
This month, it’s about what I like about my church.  As many of you do, I like the fellowship 
and community here.  I like the preaching, the music and the ringing of the bell at worship 
services.  I like how we engage in mission work and commit to social justice and diversity.   
You know how I feel about the snacks at coffee hour.  There’s just lots to like about BUCC. 
 
Jan Wallinder reported at our annual meeting that, while predominately favorable, several 
survey comments voiced a preference for doing some things differently.  Maybe too much (or 
too little) of this or too little (or too much) of that.  Naturally, each of us have ways we pre-
fer the preacher to lead the service…or how we pray.  Some like the music more traditional, 
others more contemporary.  And just how strong should we brew the coffee?  My point here: 
none of us will like everything about this church.  I think that will always be the case.  And 
that is entirely normal. 
 
Pastor Jennifer quoted someone a while back (can’t remember who…memory thing again) that 
folks can expect to be satisfied with about 75% of their church.  That makes sense to me.  
We’re not clones with the same backgrounds, values and preferences.  My take-away from 
this is that no matter which church I may connect with, something will not meet my prefer-
ences and maybe even annoy me.  And when I decide to call a church my home, it will be up to 
me to realize that other people, despite my feelings, will see and like things differently.  Love 
em’ anyway. 
 
So, thank you, those of you, who took the time and made the effort to turn in the 2018 
church survey.  Your feedback has given the church an idea of what is and isn’t working the 
best it can.  Some areas will deserve actions for improvement.  The Pastoral Relations Com-
mittee (PRC) is working to formulate recommendations for Church Council to consider.  Other 
areas, specifically those involving too much or too little of something, will be considered by 
the person/group who’s in charge, perhaps tweaking the balance to better meet the needs of 
the congregation.  
 
Thank you, too, PRC members, for taking on the difficult task of assessing the state of the 
church.  You’ve worked for months, putting in hours of discussion, development, trials, imple-
mentation, compilation and assessment.  All to help ensure that we’re at least 75% enthusias-
tically pleased with the church we call home.  By the way, I like the bell tolled 11 times and I 
detest coffee at any strength. 
 
May you feel richly loved.  -Greg-  

Andrew Lang is our national UCC office Open and Affirming Executive Director, and 
he is going to be in our region on March 3.  He will come to preach at BUCC (this is re-
ally kind of a coup for us- you probably all know that when a national speaker comes 
to Portland metro, he or she doesn't usually come out to Beavercreek).  That afternoon, 
he will do a workshop on OnA 2.0 (location tba) what does it mean to be Open and 
Affirming in 2019?  It's a very different landscape now than it was when BUCC decid-
ed to become an OnA church (20 years ago this May--so we are going to plan our own 
celebration).  What can churches be doing now to be truly open and affirming, and to 
advocate for our LGBT family? 



Church	Prayer	Chain—Rev Jennifer Seaich 

 

We have a church prayer email chain- so in case of personal prayer request, you can ask me to send it to 

the pray-ers, who will hold your prayer need. Often these are requests that come up between church 

services, when members would like to be held in prayer by the community.  
 

If you would ever like a special prayer from your church family, please email your prayer request to me. 

I will always err on the side of caution in con2identiality, so if you tell me about a health or personal con-

cern, I will not put it on the prayer chain unless you explicitly say to do so.  
 

If you would like to be added to the email list to be called on to hold others in prayer, please let me 

know that as well. Prayer request emails average around one/ week. If you are on the list, just say a spe-

cial prayer in your own way for that need.  
 

Sometimes members ask for prayer for friends and relatives, as happens during prayer time at church. 

This is a lovely, kind impulse. However, I cannot pass on any personal information without permission 

from the person involved. Even if you are 100% certain that your cousin or neighbor's daughter or co-

worker would be okay with sharing health or personal information with the church, the email will be 

absent most of the details when you ask for prayers for a third party. Churches have actually been sued 

for sharing private information over a prayer chain, though the sharing was from good intentions. Even 

more, it might be an invasion of privacy to talk about someone's divorce, their grief, their struggles with 

substance abuse, their family relationship issues, or their health information. The prayer requests come 

from a loving, generous urge, and 97% of the time, it is probably true that the person being prayed for 

wouldn't mind sharing. But I will always lean toward con2identiality, so I won't include the information 

ever, without permission from the person involved. But God knows the details, and we don’t need the 

details in order to pray for another person.  

 

Rummage Song 2019                                                  Rummage Sale Schedule 

Sung to the tune of “This Land is Your Land”                
                                                                                        Set up tables and hang the signs Saturday, 2/ 23 

This sale is your sale, this sale is my sale                      Bring rummage/begin loading tables Sunday, 2/24 

We haul the rummage, we sort and price it                    Preparation work daily from 2/24—3/7,  
We greet the shoppers, we laugh and work hard,         9am-4pm and 6pm-8pm                                                                 
This sale is run by you and me.                                     Sale days: 3/8&9, 3/15&16 

This sale is your sale, this sale is my sale                      Clean up for haul away Sunday, 3/17 

This sale is run by you and me.  

  

I’ve Been Thinking 

 

Every Sunday after the scripture readings we are told to “Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 
church.”  And we reply, “We open our heart and minds to our still speaking God.”  Are we opening 
our hearts and minds or are we just repeating something by rote?  The Spirit is calling each of us, 
individually.  When we pray, we’re talking TO God, but it is in the quiet after prayer that God speaks 
to us.  Are we listening?  Take a moment to pause, quiet your mind by focusing on your breathing, 
and open your heart.  See if there isn’t a message waiting just for you if only you can take the time 
to be still.  It may not be a call to action; it may be a message of reassurance, a reminder that you 
are loved and special.  However, it may indeed be a call to action.  Oh, dear – action?!?!  Fear not – 
you’re probably not being called to save the world, today.  Perhaps it’s a call to spread caring when 
you’re out and about.  Offer a compliment to a stranger.  Smile at those you walk past.  Hold open a 
door for someone with an armful – or someone with empty arms.  Make small efforts to connect be-
cause it helps remind others – and us – that we’re all part of this little slice of the world, that there is 
good and kindness all around.  See the face of God in those you meet or pass.  And perhaps they’ll 
look back and see the face of God in you.   
 

Blessings and peace.  Barbara Derkacht 



Pastoral Relations Committee   by Jan Wallinder 

At the January 27 Annual Meeting, PRC presented results of the pastor evaluation process used this 
year.  This was a different survey that asked us to assess not just how the pastor is doing, but also 
how the congregation is doing and how we as individuals are contributing.  The new survey was de-
veloped from the concept of “mutual ministry”.  To assess how well we as a church are achieving 
our mission we need to look at the whole-the pastor, congregation, individuals… we are all in this 
together.  The areas evaluated were:  Pastoral care, Spiritual Growth, Social Justice, Outreach and 
Welcoming. In addition Preaching was assessed for the pastor. 

Overall 31 surveys were returned which is about 41%.  PRC stated that this is a good rate of return 
for surveys.  Surveys asked for ranking ‘how well’ does pastor, congregation and individuals per-
form various functions. We also asked for comments. You provided good feedback and the PRC 
committee summary of comments was 22 pages.  

The assessment of Pastor Jennifer was very positive and consistent with her last two evaluations. Her 
greatest strength was preaching with 90% ranking her excellent/good. The area of Outreach was a 
function members knew the least about, with 50% indicating they didn’t know enough to evaluate.  
Pastor Jennifer was generally ranked higher than the congregation or individuals in the areas of fo-
cus.   

For the congregation and individual, rankings varied and provide insight to how we perceive our-
selves achieving our mission. For Pastoral Care, overall the congregation was ranked as doing well, 
but comments indicated concerns if all members received appropriate pastoral care and did we need 
a more systematic approach. 

Spiritual Growth received midrange ranking of achieving, with many comments asking what is spir-
itual growth, do we have a common understanding of spiritual growth and how will we know if we 
have succeeded in spiritual growth. 

For Social Justice, congregation and individuals ranked themselves high in knowledge of social jus-
tice issues, but needing much improvement in acting on social justice issues. 

Outreach was the area most members ranked as not having enough information to evaluate. An activ-
ity we feel we should be doing but not sure what to do and hesitant to evangelize. 

Being Welcoming was ranked as a strength for the congregation, with 86%excellent/good, but more 
individuals commenting that they as individuals could do more. 

The PRC found the comments very helpful. They are also a good reminder that we do not all think 
alike, so we may have a comment on some aspect of church that someone really likes and the next 
comment is from someone who does not like it. PRC looked for common themes to help determine 
what is next.  Who do we say we want to be?  What would that look like? More questions than an-
swers were raised.  Themes from comments were similar to themes identified by the local UCC Con-
ference from a series of congregational conversations: we want to deepen our spiritual foundation, 
we want to join together on justice work and we want to nurture relationships.  

The PRC will further discuss results and bring some recommendations to council so that we can 

move forward as a congregation in achieving our mission. 

Many thanks to Lee Evans who put in countless hours shepherding the bank stabilization and porch 
rebuild project.  Between managing contractors, volunteers and engineers, negotiating the county’s 
cumbersome permitting process and working long hours of prep and finish labor, Lee often spent full 
days on the job.  Some weeks, he made daily trips from his home in Milwaukie to church.  Some-
times, multiple trips.  Well done, Lee.  And folks, when you see Lee next, give him a hug or tip of 
your cap to show our gratitude. 



The Deacons “juggled” the congregation and most of you now 

have a new Deacon for your personal contact.  You will soon be 

(or already have been) contacted by your new Deacon.  We, as 
your individual Deacon, encourage your calling us with any  
question, prayer request or an announcement that you would  
like to share. 
 

Warmly, Jane Calavan and Starr McKee, co-chairs, Greg Hettman, Bonnie Taylor,  
 Helen Liere, Cynthia Transmeier 
 

 

We are planning a major directory update directory update directory update directory update and it would be 
really helpful if everyone (that's both members and 
friends, so if you haven't done a page before now, we'd 
love to get one made for you!) would fill out this super 
easy google doc, which asks pretty much the same ques-
tions as before (couples may fill out separately or togeth-
er): https://goo.gl/forms/CYBfYuOylJ6x1rcs2 
 
There are many people who have been coming and aren't 
in the old directory, many address and life changes, and 
many really old photos, and it's become difficult to keep 
updated.  The new directory will then be available online, 
on our website under a members-only password protect-
ed section--which means it's easy to look up an address 
or phone that you don't have or when you're away from 
your home directory, and it's easy to update information 
as needed and get it to everyone.  We will also have some 
hard copies of the new directory available, so no one has 
to use the online option.  You can upload any photo you 
like or we can help take a new photo (and we have some 
digital photos from the old directory, if you'd rather use 
that). 

RUMMAGE SALE – YOUR HELP NEEDED! 

Rummage Sale time is Here! Many hands are needed to sort and price items, organize items on tables, help cus-
tomers during the sale and keep the tables stocked. There are many opportunities and ways you can help. 

We will use the next 2 weeks to sort, arrange & price items. Come any time Mon-Fri 9-4 or 6-8pm to help (Feb 
25, 26, 27, 28; March 1, 4, 5, 6, 7). 

Rummage Sale Days – March 8 & 9; March 15 & 16 

Help is needed throughout each day, to take money, bag items, help customers etc.  
Jobs Posted for Sale Days Are: 
Cashier-takes the money at checkout 
Bagger/Caller-assists customers at checkout, calling out prices and bagging items for carry out 
Tally/Counter-tallies purchases based on prices called out by the bagger, uses calculator to determine total sale 

Floor-Assists customers on the floor, keeps tables tidy and rearranged as needed 

Holding Area-assists customers at peak times to put items aside while they shop 

 

Sign up on the schedule posted in Fellowship Hall or let Jan Wallinder know when you can help. 

AND of course, Clean UP on Sunday March 17 after Church  

Changing of the Moderators, 2/3/2019 



March 2019 

Beavercreek United Church of Christ, The Ten O’Clock Church 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31  1 2 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Andrew Lang, 
guest in pulpit. 

 

       Communion 

 

 

4  Women’s 
Group 5:30 @ 
Molly Lynch’s 

 

EMO Day in 
Salem 

 

 

5 Singer Hill, 
11:30—1:00 

 

Bible Study, 
10:30 am 

Mardi Gras 

6 

Finance,  
5:30 

Ash Wed 
Service, 
7pm 

7 

 

Choir, 7 pm 

8 9 

 

10 

Daylight Savings Time  

 

11 

 

 

12 Sngr Hill, 
11:30—1:00 

Deacon’s, 
2:00 pm 

PRC, 7:00 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 

 

Choir, 7 pm 

15 16 

 

 

17 

 

Rummage Pack-up 

Post worship 

 

18  
 

 

 

 

 

19 Sngr Hill, 
11:30—1:00 

Bible Study, 
10:30 am 

Adult Ed, 
6:30 pm 

20  

 

Reiki 6:00 

21 

 

Choir, 7 pm 

22  

 

23 

Men’s Group 

8:00 am @ 
Kissin’ Kate’s 

24  Church Council 25 

 

 

26 Sngr Hill, 
11:30—1:00 

 

 

27 

 

Mission 
5pm 

28 

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

Rummage Sale Set Up,  9 am-4 pm  &  6 pm-8 pm 

Rummage Sale 9-4 

Rummage Sale 9-4 

Rummage 
Sale Set 

Up,  9 am
- 

4 pm  & 
6pm- 



Ten O’Clock Chimes 
Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 South Beavercreek Road 

Beavercreek OR 97004 

(503) 632-4553 
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BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

 3/1   Doug Albeke 3/16   Milt & Chris Ritter 

 3/4   Nancy Essig  3/20   Greg & Shelley Hettman 

 3/4   Theresa Reynolds   

 3/5   Marge Thompson    

 3/5   Jan Wallinder   

 3/8   Bethany Spanier  

 3/9   Nick Spanier  

 3/10   Shari Lane  

 3/12   Pat Fuller  

 3/24  Sky O’Callahan  

 3/25  Ron Webb  

 3/27  Sophia Howe-Fallaw  

 3/29  Jane Calavan  

  


