
Coming Events 
 

1/1 NEW YEARS DAY 

1/6 Epiphany Sunday 

1/13 Church Council, 11:45 am 

1/19 Chili Cook-off/dinner, 6 pm 

1/27 Annual Meeting, potluck 

2/3 Installation of Officers  

2/23 Rummage Sale Set-up 

3/8-9  Rummage Sale 

3/15-16 Rummage Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scrip order dates will be January 6th and Janu-
ary 20th.  If you need cards that are not carried 
in the scrip store you will need to order by these 
dates.  We have order forms at the Scrip table. 
 

Mission and Outreach  Hello my church family. It 
is always with great pride that I watch what our little 
church is able to give at Christmas time. This year we 
provided Christmas dinner for three families. And 
filled the Christmas wish list for four families. I am 
so grateful to belong to such a generous church fami-
ly. From Mission and Outreach we want to say thank 

you.     Sue Stark 

 

Women's Fellowship will meet at Norma Barney's 
home on January 7th at 5:30pm.  All women in the 
church are invited.  Bring a potluck dish to share and 
let Norma known if you will be attending.  

 
Men’s Fellowship gathering, Saturday, Janu-
ary 19th at Kissin’ Kate’s, 8:00 AM.  Join us 

for a time of friendship building with a dose 
of spiritual exploration.  Contact Greg 
Hettman for more details. 
 

2nd Annual BUCC Chili Cook-off: Saturday, 
January 19th.  To enter, bring a pot of chili.  Or 
just show up with dessert, bread/ cornbread/ 
chips/ crackers, or salad.  Last year, we had lots 
of different kinds—vegan chili, all meat chili, 
white chili...it was fun.  Good for kiddos too. 
 

FREE—We have eight Japanese red Lace Leaf 
Maple shrubs that are needing new homes.  They 
are all dug, burlapped, & ready to plant.  At the 
moment, they are something only a mother could 
love but, with an occasional “nibbling” of errant 
branches to help their unique shapes emerge, they 
will flourish and become spectacular.  You pick 
up.  (We have Kubota to help load).  Ken & Pat 
Fuller  (503) 630-3314, Estacada. 
 

Annual Meeting, Sunday January 27th—(so 
please be thinking about committee and other re-
ports, if you have them—send to Pastor Jennifer 
and to the office by January 13th to allow time to 
print and compile).  We'll hear from officers and 
committees, elect new officers, approve next year's 
budget, and vote on becoming a Just Peace 
Church.   
http://www.ucc.org/justice_just-peace 
 

Monday March 4- 9am-4pm.  EMO (Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon) is holding an Interfaith Ad-
vocacy Day in Salem.  Several of us went a few 
years ago--lots of people from lots of different 
faiths meet and learn about issues (with talking 
points), have lunch together, and then march to the 
capital building to meet with our state legisla-
tors...issues such as climate, criminal justice, 
health care, housing, hunger and immigration.  It's 
$20 (for packets and lunch).  Let me know if you're 
interested in going. 
 

Ann Reid has a friend (with spouse and a dog) 
who is looking for an affordable place to rent.  
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Thoughts From Pastor Jennifer:    
 

The Work of Christmas, a poem by Rev. Dr. Howard Thurman: 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 
 

Howard Thurman was an African-American minister, theologian, mystic, and civil rights leader.  He was an or-
dained Baptist minister and prolific author and became mentor and spiritual advisor to Martin Luther King Jr and 
other civil rights leaders.  Thurman was more mystic and theologian than activist, but he inspired a whole gener-
ation and generations to come of civil rights leaders.  King carried a well-worn copy of Thurman’s most famous 
book, Jesus and the Disinherited (first published in 1949, still relevant), throughout the Montgomery bus boy-
cotts. 
 

While teaching theology at Howard, a historically black private university, Thurman travelled to India and met 
Gandhi.  He asked him what he would like to teach the United States, and Gandhi said that he most regretted not 
having made nonviolence a worldwide practice and said he hoped that perhaps African Americans would extend 
this message. 
 

Drawing on Thurman’s writings, King and others understood Jesus as a friend and ally to the dispossessed —
those on the margins: his little group of followers in ancient oppressed Jerusalem and African Americans living 
under racism and segregation.  He helped King connect spirituality and transformation.  And he continually re-
minded King of the importance of rest and spiritual cultivation—self-examination, meditation, and prayer.  His 
writings helped civil rights activists combine the inner life, the life of passion, the life of fire, with the external 
life.  Thurman taught change through non-violence, influenced by Gandhi of course, but more because of Jesus 
and his non-violence.  He wrote that Jesus, the radical, rejected hatred and violence of all kinds.  He even dis-
cussed gossip and negative speech as a form of violence.  Identification with Jesus, who identified with the op-
pressed, could be transformative.  
 

Thurman wrote that Christianity has become used to power and privilege and has too easily forgotten that Christ 
was born among the poor and the oppressed.  He was raised without wealth or power.  His mother sang out the 
Magnificat, about sweeping the mighty from their thrones and filling the hungry with good things to eat, while 
she was pregnant with him.  He was never on the side of the powerful.  Any time we draw a line between our-
selves and others, Jesus is firmly on the other side, and when there was hierarchy, Jesus placed himself on the 
bottom.  Any privilege we have (and we have a lot) we must recognize that Jesus didn’t share, so we who love 
and walk with him, must ask ourselves what that means for us and the world.  
 

What does this teach us now?  To recognize Jesus in those who are marginalized.  To question our privilege al-
ways.  To root ourselves in deep spiritual practice.  To rest and pray and meditate.  And as we go about the work 
of Christmas, by finding the lost, setting free the imprisoned, feeding the hungry, healing the broken, making 
peace, and singing in our hearts, he reminds us, “Don’t ask what the world needs.  Ask what makes you come 
alive, and go do it.  Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” 

 

It is a profound call to action for Christians and all who are interested in a faith-basis for social justice and peace-

making.  
 

Thurman wrote that Christmas is waiting to be born, in each of us, in all mankind. Come alive. Let Christmas be 
born in you, all year.  
 

Christmas Peace, Pastor Jennifer 
 



HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!    

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Like many other facets of our community life, the financial health of our church is impacted by almost all of 
us, each in our own way.  Through the middle of December, we are running about a $1,000, 2018 surplus 
(income over expenses).  That already reflects some larger year-end expenses that will we set aside for future 
needs.  There are several annual “set-asides” that we do at year end to move money from the annual budget 
into our outside the budget savings accounts:  saving for the Pastor’s sabbatical, the future building account, 
office equipment and long term maintenance.   
 

We have raised money in many ways: our pledges are running just behind target (which is normal) and will 
account for about 75% of our budget.  We also receive non-pledge giving, which is running slightly ahead of 
our expectations and represents about 4% of our income.  We earn a small amount from rentals and interest.  
And then there are fundraisers: they add up to about 20% of our expected income, and we have earned more 
than expected on most of them.   Here is a place where most of us contribute:  whether it is the leaders 
(Shelley, Bonnie, Pam, Teri, Tammy, Greg and others), workers (kitchen, cleanup, set-up, bingo-calling, web, 
cooking etc.), coordination of volunteers (Thanks, Jan), promotion (Thanks Kathy), participants, and other are-
as I missed.  Scrip committee will also coordinate over $2,000 in donated income this year. 
 

We also contribute to the mission of the church with many other non-financial contributions: Reiki, labyrinth, 
flowers, dance, Equal Exchange, and of course food pantry (and thanks to our friends at the Welsh Church 
who just donated $1,000 as partners in the food pantry). 
 

The financial giving comes in many forms.  You can pledge (very helpful as we develop next year’s budget), 
give as you go (we call that “plate”), donate expenses rather than being reimbursed (we have an Angel who 
brings most of our office supplies; often meal items for fundraisers are donated), match income from activities 
(we have at least one Angel who often matches our income from specific portions of fundraisers, or from the 
recycling income).  Many of us pay our pledges weekly, monthly, quarterly or annually in the pews, but some 
folks also use direct payments through their computer that arrive from the bank in the mail.  Right now, we are 
also working on ways people can donate online if they want to.  We have received several donations in the 
mail based only on our reader board (more work that Kathy does voluntarily). 
 

Did you know you can also specify some extra donations to target them towards the food pantry, other mission 
and outreach, long term building fund, Water for Life, or other items? 

 

One area that we can still use some help this year is donations specific to the porch repair.  That project is cur-
rently unfunded by over $6,000 and will be more before we are done.   
 

Everyone’s contribution is appreciated; taken together it means we can joyfully accomplish many of our goals, 
as well as keeping our buildings and people going!  Thanks! 
 

Sky 



Someday is today! 

As a congregation Beavercreek UCC is above average in 
our understanding that Climate Change is real.  We know 
the earth is warming and that is causing both global and 
local changes to our environments.  Unfortunately, we 
are still somewhat trapped in the very human mindset 
that this is a future problem and must be dealt with some-
day.  The following quote is from the 2018 US Govern-
ment climate report released the day after Thanksgiving 
this year. 

“The impacts and costs of climate change are already 
being felt in the United States, and changes in the 
likelihood or severity of some recent extreme weather 
events can now be attributed with increasingly higher 
confidence to human-caused warming,” 

If we think about this in context with the horrendous loss 
of human life and billions of dollars in property destruc-
tion during the record wild fires in California, the ex-
treme flooding across the country and the severe winter 
storms sweeping across our nation, we are forced to the 
conclusion that climate change is no longer something 
we must worry about some day.  Suddenly, someday is 
today! 

The environmental stewardship committee has already 
done several things in our buildings that reduces our en-
ergy use.  More energy efficient light bulbs and ballast 
cut power consumption significantly.  We have checked 
the insulation levels in all the buildings and made sure 
they are adequate.  The church installed more energy ef-
ficient windows in the parsonage to reduce energy use 
and make the space more livable for our minister.   

One of our more successful ventures is the congregation-
al donations of redeemable bottles and cans to the 
church.  To date we have collected over $500.00 towards 
the environmental stewardship fund.  A lot of this fund 
helped pay for the parsonage windows.  The rest will be 
used for future equipment/services to further reduce our 
energy consumption and improve our lives. 

I have recently completed a course to become a certified 
master recycler.  As much as I thought I knew about re-
cycling, I learned a lot in this class.  I am assembling a 
presentation for the congregation to be delivered soon to 
pass on this information and hopefully simplify the recy-
cling process for all of us.  The more we recycle and re-
duce our consumption, the smaller our impact on the 
world. 

Two of our church families have switched to electric ve-
hicles so they can commute emission free.  I applaud 
these people and am exploring the possibility of joining 
them this year.  I realize electric cars are not for everyone 
or every occasion but as a local commute vehicle, I think 

they are the future.  Most of our trips are less than 10 
miles.  How far do we live from our doctors, grocery 
stores, shopping centers, friends’ houses and church?  
Doesn’t it make sense to make these local trips over the 
next several years without polluting the environment 
and never having to stop at a gas station? 

If anyone has an idea on how the church or all of us 
congregants can save energy, reduce pollution or live 
better lives through environmental stewardship, please 
contact us and we will discuss it.  Any idea that is 
workable and can be used, I am all for it. 

Lee Evans 

 

Ready or not, believe it or not, 2019 Rummage 

Sale season is upon us!  When selecting a date 

for this year, council felt we should try to be 

mostly done with rummage prep by the time 

Lent begins.  So, set up will be Saturday, Febru-

ary 23 and you are invited to bring your stash of 

rummage on Sunday, February 24.  We will have 

two weeks to sort, organize and price.  This luxu-

ry of time will allow us to have everything in tip 

top shape when we open the door to buyers on 

March 8-9 and our follow up weekend March 15

-16.  Remember when Christmas seemed far 

away?  And now it has come and gone!  This 

year’s rummage sale is sprinting toward us at light

-speed.  Please block out time on your new 2019 

calendar to help.  Keep collecting items as you 

pack away your holiday décor and loot from San-

ta.  Ask your relatives and neighbors to contrib-

ute.  If you start early, you’ll even have time to 

make sure all those items are clean.  That really 

helps!   
  

Thank you to everyone who has brought their 

jewelry donations already.  Right now I have 

plenty of time to package and price them.  Keep 

those baubles coming! 

  

Please plan to help a LOT, I promise we will 

share many laughs as we all work together to 

make this year’s sale the best ever. 

  

Thanks so much.  -Shelley- 
 

 



January 2019 

Beavercreek United Church of Christ, The Ten O’Clock Church 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  New Years 
Day 

 

 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

2 3 

Choir 7pm 

4   
 

5 

6  Epiphany Sunday 

Communion   
 

 

 

 

 

7 

Women’s 
Potluck @ 
Norma B’s  
 5:30 pm 

 

 

8  
 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:00  

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

Choir 7pm 

11 

 

12   
 

13  

Intergenerational 
Service 

 

Church Council 
 

14 

Bible Study, 
10:00 am 

 

M&O, 6:00 
pm 

15 

 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

Deacons 2:00 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:00  

16 

 

 

17 

 

Choir 7pm 

18 

 

 

19   Men’s 
Group, 8 am , 
Kissin Kate’s 

Chile cook-

off contest/
dinner, 6:00 

20 21 

MLK Jr Day 

 

 

22 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:00 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

Choir 7pm 

25 26 

 

27  Annual Meeting, 
Potluck 

28   
 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

Singer Hill 
Café, 11:30 

 

Adult 
Discussion 
Group, 6:00  
 

 

30 31 

 

Choir 7pm 

Worship Sunday at 10 am 
followed by coffee hour  

Nursery care provided 
(babies through toddlers) 

Sunday School provided 
during worship (children 
age 3-11) 

 

  
 



BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

   

1/1    Norman Koshkarian 1/27   Steve & Shelley Leveque 

1/3    Becki Lowrie   

1/3    Nathan Tompkins  

1/3    Evelyn Redling 

1/6    Greg Hettman  

1/8    Chael Lynch  

1/10  Wiley Stimac 

1/13   Barbara Derkacht 

1/20   Amy Albrecht If you’d like to subscribe to or unsubscribe 
from this newsletter please contact  
Greg Hettman at this address: 
greghet@aol.com. 

1/20   Karen Hendrickson 

1/21   Wendy Tompkins Stimac 

 

 

Beavercreek United Church of Christ  
(503) 632-4553  

www.beavercreekucc.org  
Rev. Jennifer Seaich  

23345 S Beavercreek Rd.  
Beavercreek  OR  97004 

Ten O’Clock Chimes 
Beavercreek United Church of Christ 
23345 South Beavercreek Road 

Beavercreek OR 97004 

(503) 632-4553 
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